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MEET- AN EXTRAORDINARY ATHLETE

At Northwest M Idd le
Jill Moore runs trad

in her wheelchair -~

By JoE HABINA
Special Correspandent .

The first time Kamesha Atwell
saw “schoolmate Jill- Moore at
track and field practice at North-
west, Middle School, she’ never
rhought they would: be. team-
. mates.

Atwel] assumed that Moore,
who uses 2 wheélchair, probably
was there to serVeas ateam mari
ager. e 8
Then she saw. her 1ACR . ( }

for Moore to earn the respect of
Atwell and the rest of her team-
mates.

Moore has competed in sports
since she was 9, butuntil middle
school, -almost exciuswely with
other people with disabilities. As
she wheels through races that ev-
eryone, else runs.in, paruc:patmg
in middle school track and field'
is one of her two'mainstréeamed
athletic - endeavors (summer -
league swimming is'the other).

But.no one. con51ders her-a
fifth wheel.’,

Bom with a-blrt_ defect called-
spm'l ~ bifida, i
strength and moblhty her legs.
She has had four surgeries to.cor
réct a -tethering. in ;her- spinal

~Moore .

cord, the first one’l:. _o_eeurr'ihg
" when She' wag 8 monthsold.!
Love of competmon

Moore sald she “had no-in-

terest: in  sports - whatsoever”
“when she saw her first wheel-

chair event, a game of rugby be-

_mg played by adults.

. “Tsaw how violent it was,” she
_says.  “Grown
_men were falling
out: of their
% wheelchairs”
-+ Still, a.couple
* of weeks later -
.at . the ;encour-
agement of. her
*‘parents, '/ Gary
and Patty Moore

= Jill was Ip“laymg in; her; first
After- that, it didn’t'take long

Wheeichaur basketball tourna-

ment 'in : Baltimore. Her team .

played in two games, then got
stuck in a blizzard of 3 feet of

snow.

Nothing has slowed her down
since. Moore fell in love with the

~competition and has gone on to

compete in. wheelchair sports
- such as track and field, swim-

‘ming, skiing, water skiing ‘and

tennis. She also bicycles and
scuba-dives.

She plays many of her sports'
through an organization called

Abilities Unlimited, ‘which was

founded by Gary and Patty' and
5 " - dj

within e ZS-mJle' radms of Con-"l
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e second lap of the IEOO-meter run..

eord “but they compete all
around the country. '

- -_Not whether, hut how

; Moore fi.rst got the bug last
_.:sprmg ‘o .compete in track and -
field for her middle school. She
talked about it with school ad-
ministrators, who were very sup-
portive, but.she never got on the.
track. Her fourth tethered .cord

surgery, and another surgery to .

correct . scoliosis,  -occurred
within a couple of. weeks of one

another. | '

.She expressed an mterest
again tius year. Scott Barringer,
director of athletics and, .sports
medicine for the Cabal;rus Coun-
ty Schools, set up'a meeting with
the athletic directors from the

South Piedmont Middle School

Conference, in, .which Northwest
. competes; to dlseuss her parﬂc.r-

pation, -

. At the meetmg. rhere ‘was
- never a question whether. Moore
“would .. participate, -only . one

about how ‘her . participation

would be ‘'scored durmg a meet.

Infairness: to the other ambula-
.tory athletes, it was. decrded that

she would receive one pomt ev-
ery time she beats a national

standard time for wheelchalr
athletes ina certam event. -

'!t’s crazy"

_mitted to. ear
team.

'scrib‘ _ JﬂIMoore.

wheelehajr-fnendly Using. a’
* wheelchair desrgned for racing,
Mooreé competes in the one-mile,
'800-meter  and - 400-meter
events: In-three: otficwl meets so
far; she has ea.rned a, pomt in

Moore does  not dlsongmsh
herself in the’ 400-meter race,
-which is more of a sprint, But in

the endurance-driver; 800-meter

and one-mile races, Moore often
 finishes well ahead of the compe-
tmon.

“That glrl can, runI” seventh—
grade teammate Will. England
said. “She will wheel, run, what-
ever, She will lap some people
twotimes. I've seen her doit: Tt’s
crazyf” n

A fi rst for everythmg

Moore ancl her parents have
‘already been in discussion with
Barrmger about herpartrc.lpatmg
in high school track and field
next year. As far as they all know,
only one wheelchair athlete has
‘competed for her high school in
state history, but shewas not per-

The state high school athletic '

association does not have a sys-

tem.in place for scoring wheel-
chan: .athletes The Moores and

iat" has &iways ‘de~




